MINUTES OF THE WESTERN DREDGING ASSOCIATION’S 

JUNE 27, 2006 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

AT THE SAN DIEGO MISSION VALLEY MARRIOTT HOTEL

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

Mr. John F. Adams, President of the Western Dredging Association, called the meeting to order at 1:03 pm Tuesday, June 27, 2006 and stated: The first item of old business is to approve the minutes of the last general membership meeting held in New Orleans, Louisiana at the Astor Crown Plaza, June 21, 2005.   A motion was made to accept the minutes as written and passed by a voice vote.

The next item of business stated the President was to cover the period from July 22, 2005 until today.  The president presented the following:

“During the period of this report membership in the Western Dredging Association has increased by 566.  As of today WEDA membership stands at 3800 with approximately 50% of our members listed as paid or complimentary.”   For general information, more than 60% of our members are new since January 2000.  

The President advised those in attendance that issues throughout our industry are changing 



 almost on a daily basis, and “the experiences and knowledge available to current WEDA members from new members will greatly benefit our industry”.  He asked those in attendance to tell their friends and colleagues about the benefits of being a WEDA member.  He added that as an educational association WEDA needs the experience and knowledge in areas such as excavated materials, enhancement of our environment and the disposition of contaminated sediments that new members possess.  He urged dredging contractors inform WEDA Members about new equipment, new dredging techniques as well as dredge project successes and problem areas.  


“As to our financial status”, he stated,  “WEDA’s Total Liabilities and Fund Balance as of 30 September 2005 was $105,400.50.  Our ending Fund Balance for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005 saw a net income of $21,904 .77.  WEDA as a not for profit organization has as of 26 June 2006 the following:



Checking Account:   $132,000.00



On Site Revenues:    $  24,000.00



Reserve Funds: 
$40, 000.00 (an increase of $2,800.00) over 2004






     
Reserve Funds)



“During the past fiscal year”, he reported,  “sufficient funds were available to allow us to continued our financial support to Texas A & M University in the form of a $2000.00 annual contribution to The William R. Murden Scholarship Fund.  This award is presented annually to a Texas A & M graduate students in the fields of dredging and marine engineering and construction.  Sufficient funds were also available to continue to publish our quarterly newsletter and our professional Journal of Dredging Engineering.  


The president reminded WEDA members that because of their hard and dedicated work, WEDA has become the recognized center of dredging excellence throughout the Western Hemisphere.  As the only professional technical association in the Western Hemisphere dedicated to the exchange of information and knowledge related to dredging, marine engineering and construction as well as the enhancement of our environment WEDA considers it an honor to be able to continue to promote WEDA’s stated goals and objectives through conferences and trade shows such as this one.   


Safety, he stated, remains one of our most important issues.  Because the health and welfare of WEDA members is paramount and the safety of dredgers and other WEDA Members on and off the job is one of our primary concerns WEDA urges its members to continue to support the Dredge Safety Management Program jointly developed by the Corps of Engineers and the Dredging Contractors of America.   The hazards that our members face on a daily basis on and off the job site are one of our primary concerns.   Effective with this meeting Danny Wyatt, Chief of Safety and Occupational Health Corps of Engineers Galveston has been appointed Chairman of WEDA’s Safety Commission.  He has an interesting panel discussion on Safety later on today.  


No annual reported would be complete without mentioning the outstanding job being done by all WEDA Chapters.  During the reporting period the Eastern, Midwest, Pacific, and Panama chapters have held their annual meeting in their respective areas.  All were well attended and professionally done.   The turnout at the recently formed Panama Chapter exceeded expectations.   

The President advised that the 2006 – 2007   Chapter Meeting plans are as follows.  

· The Eastern Chapter: 24 – 26 October 2006 in Savannah, Georgia

·  Gulf Chapter: 10 – 11 October 2006 in Metairie, Louisiana 

·  MidWest Chapter: Spring of 2007 at a location to be determined.

· Pacific Chapter: October 27-29 2006 in Anchorage Alaska

· Mexican Chapter Meeting: To be Determined

· Panama Chapter:  Dates and location to be determined

· Brazil Chapter:  November 2007 in Rio de Janerio 


Next year, the President advised, WEDA will be hosting the 18th World Dredging Congress, WODCON XVIII at the Lake Buena Vista Luxury Resort on Disney Property in Orlando, Florida. At that Congress, arrangements have been made with Disney World and the hotel for an exhibitor to place an operational dredge on the lake adjacent to the hotel and other dredging equipment in the Parking Lot just outside of the technical sessions area.  


“I am certain that you all have seen our motto, that “Dredging Creates a Strong Economy and a Cleaner Environment”, stated the President, “WEDA, largely through the efforts of our Environmental Commission chairman Craig Vogt, has made great strides in making environmental dredging issues one of the focal points at these conventions.”  


If you enjoy your free copy of our Journal of Dredging Engineering, take a few minutes to thank Ram Mohan our Technical Papers Committee chairman.  It is mainly through his efforts that these peer review practices periodical on dredging engineering topics are published.


To honor our loyal and supportive members we have at the registration desk WEDA year pins for those members who are celebrating 5, 10, 15 or 20 years of membership.  If you don’t know if you are eligible stop by the registration desk, they can tell you what pin you are eligible for.  


Before moving on to items of new Business are there any questions or additional items of old business  If there is none we will now turn our attention to new Business.


The first order of new business is to announce that the Dredging Contractors of America’s Most Outstanding Paper Award will be presented during the closing ceremonies as will the $500.00 Cash door prize.   You must be present to claim the $500.00 or other door prizes”.  


CD copies of the proceeding of this conference were included in your registration package.  If you have not yet received yours, you may pick one up there.  I would like to thank Dr. Robert Randall for his efforts in getting the proceeding ready for distribution at this conference”.



Next, I would like to thank all who have made this conference a great success.  While the individual list is endless, thanks should go to:

· All the exhibitors and their excellent exhibits.

· The authors and presenters of the many outstanding papers.

· Sustaining member’s sponsors of the Icebreaker, Breakfasts, Lunch, Refreshment breaks, and the Golf tournament. 

· Bob Randall of Texas A&M for the Outstanding Texas A & M Dredging Seminar.

· Ram Mohan for the great WEDA XXVI technical program and editing the Journal of Dredging Engineering.  Without his and Bob Randall’s efforts, there would be no conference. 

·  Nancy Patella for her hard work on behalf of the Spouses program and

· Larry Patella, our Executive Director for his tireless efforts

“Our next order of business”, the president announced, “is the nomination and election of new board members.  The terms of Board Members Greg Hartman, Ram Mohan, John Pauling, Bob Randall, and Miguel Yanez have expired. Our Nomination Committee of has recommended that Ram Mohan, Bob Randall, and Greg Hartman be returned to the board to serve until June 2009. The nominating committee also has placed the names of Richard Weber, Natural Resource Technology, Peter Marotta, President of WEDA’s Panama Chapter, Don Hayes, University of Utah and Dan Hussin, Manson Construction in nomination to serve until June of 2009.  The President next asked for nominations from the floor?  There being none a motion was made to close the nomination.  (A motion was made, seconded, and passed by a voice vote.  Next, a motion was made that the nominations made by the nominating committee be accepted.  (A motion was made, seconded, and passed by a voice vote).  

The President next asked the membership to turn their attention to WEDA’s Lifetime Achievement and Dredger of the Year Award. . This year’s recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award is Dr. John Herbich,  (Dr Herbich was unable to be in attendance and his daughter Patricia Herbich O’Conner accepted the award for her dad.  Larry Patella will read his citation. (See attached citation). This year’s WEDA’s Dredger of the Year Award goes to Dr. Bob Randall Professor extraordinaire, from Texas A & M University, Larry Patella will now read Bob’s citation. (See attached citation)

 Ladies and gentlemen, this completes my report and if there is no other business to be brought before the general membership, our sincere thanks and appreciation to all who have made this conference a huge success and to all the delegates and exhibitors, thank you for attending.  

I will now entertain a motion to adjourn the meeting. (A motion was made, seconded, and passed by a voice vote.


The President closed the meeting at 1:31 pm Tuesday June 27, 2006

Minutes recorded by:

L. M. Patella

Executive Director

June 27, 2006
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