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USACE Galveston
 New Initiatives 

 Federal Register updates

 SMMP revisions
 Galveston Bay Complex

 3rd party ODMDS use
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USACE Galveston
 New Initiatives – Federal Register update

 Effective October 15, 2015

 The previous wording within the 40 CFR 228.15 restricted the
use of the ODMDS to only dredged material originating from 
specific federal channel reaches.

 Changed  to include suitable dredged material from the greater
vicinities of the respective federal channels. 

 Provides flexibility for disposal facility management and 3rd party 
use
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USACE Galveston
 New Initiatives – Galveston ODMDS Site Management & 

Monitoring Plan (SMMP) Revision

► Jointly Developed by EPA and USACE
► Expands use of existing Galveston ODMDS to include dredged 

material from the Galveston Bay Complex
► Cost saving measure 

• Reduce costs for bathymetry
• Separate disposal zones

► Specifies monitoring & management requirements
► Includes commitment to provide DQM and bathymetry data
► Post disposal summary report
► First time federal use in FY17 project
► Mid Bay Segment
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 New Initiatives - ODMDS 3rd party use

• Entrance Channel non-federal new work already permitted
 Freeport Entrance Channel - completed
 Matagorda Ship Channel – previously permitted

 Not undertaken

• Non-channel new work
 Freeport LNG Dock II Expansion – completed

• Future project considerations/logistics
 Testing
 Cost / distance to ODMDS
 Time
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USEPA Region 6
Proposed Cost Savings Under Consideration

► Removal of pre and post sediment monitoring for physical, chemical and 
biological analyses at New Work ODMDS

• $500,000+ cost savings/project to USACE & Permittees

► Policy on How to Report and Use Non-Detect Chemical Data
• Provides conservative approach for evaluating chemical data when 

the required target detection limits are not met

► Reduce chemicals of concern to only compounds needed for decision 
making

• Reduces time and costs for USACE/Permittee for analytical 
interpretation and report writing

• Reduces EPA review time
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(1) Decipher
Rules & Regs

(2) Standardize 
Submittals

(3) Address 
Reoccurring Problems

USACE New Orleans
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