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White Paper

2023 Work Group leading Sustainability 
Initiative released “WEDA’s Role in 
Sustainable Development” at Expo

- Developed a Vision Statement 
- Building a landing page on WEDA’s 
website



Sustainability Definition

What does sustainability mean to you?

Take the survey at menti.com



White Paper Definition

“Sustainability” is defined in the context of dredging and waterborne 
transport infrastructure, consistent with the definition of sustainability 
proposed by the United Nations Brundtland Commission (1987) as:

“meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs.”



World Organization of Dredging Associations
(WODA) Policy Statements

• 2016 WODA Statement on Mitigating and Adapting to Climate Change 
states that concerted and timely efforts for climate change mitigation and a
daptation are crucial to reducing risks to people, and to safeguarding human
social and economic well-being, and the ecology of the planet in the near   

and long term
• 2022 WODA Statement on the Decarbonization of Dredging endorses the

significance and necessity of the 2015 UN Paris Climate Change Agreement
and the 2015 UN Sustainability Goals to achieve a better and more sustain-
able future

https://www.westerndredging.org/phocadownload/WODCON/WODA/WODA-Statement-on-Climate-Change.pdf (WODCON, June 2016)
https://dredging.org/media/ceda/org/documents/guidance/various/statement.pdf (WODCON, May 2022)

https://www.westerndredging.org/phocadownload/WODCON/WODA/WODA-Statement-on-Climate-Change.pdf
https://dredging.org/media/ceda/org/documents/guidance/various/statement.pdf


(https://sdgs.un.org/goals)

PERTINENT TO WEDA



• Reviewed USEPA website project 
information

• Identified 32 Projects achieved at 
least 6 UN SDGs

• Did not review:
• Any GHG calculations
• Project gender equity
• Project contract hiring 

requirements
• Any mentoring or outreach 

activities

Remediation and Restoration 
GLLA and GLRI Projects in Ohio

Map modified from Figure 1 in Delisting Guidance and Restoration Targets for Ohio Areas of Concern
https://lakeerie.ohio.gov/static/AOC_Docs/Delisting+Guidance++Restoration+Targets+for+Ohio's+AOCs_

v5_Dec+2023.pdf



Sustainability Definition

Do you have/ have you had any dredging projects with UN sustainability goal 
elements?

Take the survey at menti.com



Sustainability on WEDA’s Website



Call to Action

• Submission Form in White Paper
• Available at WEDA Website
• Email to: rhyatt@geosyntec.com
• What can we do to help you with your 

project submission form?
• Take the survey at menti.com

mailto:rhyatt@geosyntec.com?subject=Sustainability%20Project/Activity%20Nomination%20Form
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